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Tbe.^aealkMitl hUtorf of I»dli— IfnmiAet 
dJiT^vs i))iia*rattoBt 9t the Yttlve <» wiMde, 
botb M«»«cl»l«d tad lBdifMiua„aAwoll Moflft < 
cfalAuinresUooftMid amMit tppMls to Ittfi^alft- 
ilTe bodies. 8feMt ttt DMOOMbH mmt te 
whk^ ike IBx^vtif • esOnly Uvond tM mlH 
Joetof edscatkmiBbto iimtMl uimmibb, tk* 

Sblic jovnutVi bave ocoaito— lly «dlad i^ afe* 
ition ot tkt people and iMr loglttottvo 
■enranls loth* pDmenlMid BpooiBl lateette 
oC i9iir edvcAtiotal lyateH^ wkteh Baomed, 
tem Ume to tloMk to seed MpptoaMntaty atat- 
vtwy proTlakna to btiaff aachaadalliUparta 
|]»tokai]BOiilo«6 andeffeettva^ actlOB. In ae> 
CQidanod witb tiick praoadantt. aad, alao In 
^Hawof tbecoTdial laaapllati aad ^>pnelatifia 
dUpo«IUQi^ laada o£ aa«i« of tbaaa TolQiitan 
aiuigaBttoiiabiiyotir lafMat&va prada«6iaoi% 1 
tasatho Ubaitgrio aak yoor caiadid aOMlitarni 
tte of the loUoirtng facta Mid lasaonaoC ax- 
padanca, tnMttag tiiat ttiay wffl natthar ba i^ 
Snrdfdaa latreaiTa Dorfomid alla^albarub- 
wortbyof yovraokka. 

Ifo NMKiaailaQ(of tbolaat tatt Taaat' aspaii- 
aaaa is Bwra amiuiatia tiwB that tha>ai|alBMsv al 
owroomoa aa&oals 4eauuiida< BKnarttaaD tba 
amraaleoaraUnaaiafliiiit froai:! iha aniNnt 
aaaaaaaaatonptapMrty aad paUa pnpplBBaBiit- 
ad«aal%l8,l>ftlia«Ttflaof thaU<|MNr Uoaata, 
fOfflaltiiM% wicklsad iaaa«iid laatdnaiy pro» 
eaada oftba dog taat TbalrvaitadTolVBa 
ftflB to avaE be Incoma-od tba pablio fands to 
tnA aft aztci^ aa. to fimldi povar^anffldant to 
pvtaad iMapoar edttsattonat HMciiiaacT !• 
VMiionaaiifllalaat lan^tb odtlma. SoMiin* 
tattdant Hobba* Repait farlMO. aateabtba 
aatanadlBglaet tbat tba aTanffeianstb of aor 
eoaunoB aoboola waaanly wim^y^ieaiiiiaytt lasa 
tbaRflaanKaitbaof tanBBty ■ebooi daya aaab. 
lff«tn>thlaaiatoi«]i4BaByahadaallfl^itar tiMft 
tbaraaloandliUMiof^tbasidiooli ift llto nnral 
dMileta. Tboiittia doetmiattt aappHaa a?i< 
ancS'ii&aft tba arfortpaof lald tohoola bat baaa 
laalariaBy falnAby^tbe bi^bar* imraa filvaa 

SlHTBaT'tomaaftdoltlaa, aUd, aMo» byaoma 
the iowoflhipt, tbat bana. laMwaad 
tuition taCi < Biiabaabavliigia aailbariattar^ 
ips ta wet. prida,. aor. ooBBpttaaatary to anr 
pairiotlsak. Aaab a bvotMop la, iiidaadi too 
paltry to be ta i at at a d ai 



aMiOBipir. Wliyaboold 
our aeboola laagniab aad faii of- BManng Iba 
tranlaof ow .yoat^ aadtba aapattattoft af 
otilhaiF paianfa^ • . loa tba < lack, of wbat a laiga 
iMlartty of oifraMaaaa iPOiUd cboaifiiBy pay 
ifaaa tba atatetatpTaqabMloiiaaid ttpo» tbamf. 
WloaaiiMiitda itibata artMawt laayluiaBot 



baaalaidl IHie gcfteial atbael aaufamaat 
malaad itatUaary and mr.banigad few ttiirteaa 
veaia at ^a miU on. a dallar on psopdrty and 
of|y eanli on tba pdlL Xigbli yaara aito it waa 
inctaasad ilxty par oant. .itad baa tbefo xo* 
mainad, prodnctlTe of rasnlta at wbieb arefy 
inteHlsantatlaanlaaoBHMlkd to blnab, and 
of 'Wbteh ayaiy aac«biglirtiw can not bat be 
aahanad. A mora IwtettivaMt policy waa ad* 
▼oqaited by tha Joint eommtotaa. on, adacatiOB» 
and lacomaMaaad to tba flnt laglalatttre con' 
▼anadondartlianairaoastitntlon. Theypnta 
twomiUtax in tbabr aabool bUlpreaanted to tbat. 
bodyTTha vaat bitalttfliaiit men of tbat Imk- 
islatera miKad tba adaption of tbat aMeannent, 
witft an aloqiianoa and Higle of facts tbat coold 
not be lafntad. Tbe facta tbat they prodnoed 
in iSTldence that aneb a leay mmld be neither 
biudensome nor oppraiaiTdt ware drawn from 
ofldil aooneaa, showing ribat an assessment of 
a two mill tax, bilfitfirwonld impose on wn m 
nfntila of the lax payevaoflndiana tba peauniaxy 
harden irasying bnomona cent to two dottara and 
nothing mora. Had their. wMom and logio^ 
been heeded uftr adoeational status, to-dayi 
woold have beenyeiy dlflBalt from wbat wa 
Bnfnoweompallad toaontemplate and wbat 
wahara been Israed to andnre - for tba laat 
twenty yaaia. Jbaaaiad?oaates of a wine and 
genaciHis.poilBy tdld their aonpeenabd. tba 
cemmonwaalta^ tbat axparienee wonld yindi* 
catathe sonndnasa. of tlielr Mewa and tha 
eoooomy of their asaaaote. Soaae of them 
baira ttTadtoaaathalr prdihtlon aadly Tsrl* 
fled and they would beg yooi. theic anceessorsL 
not todnpUcate net parpdtoale the folly that 
gafa abapa to tfao peenhlary featares of tha. 
Srat*school Jaw nndai!/thaneweonstltatioa« 
Tlie yoloe of evaiy vear of the laat 4wo d»*« 
csisabas grown loadefi mere imperative and 
emphaitie, iterating and valtamttng tbe wisdom 
and aoottomv of tba laigaat liberally af ap- 
prapriatiott in a a a n tam oi popolar edneattonv 
Even pMdii^Uityin tbia ^diraQ&on itf not half 
BODeibooaas.panlmonyv dnd an intelligent' 
stiosbness woold diatata a broad and genei^ 
ons policy ratter than the perpetoity of paat. 
anrorsaadiniataheak WeraaFeiy member of 
the presen t l isgii il s taw to maha axtensive hi* 
qninoa.amoairjbis .oonatlthenta aiid pot tha 
qnastionv !*Oagbt- oilr aehoola to bo 
longetf^ JiOi wMU -. ba sarpilaed at tba 
almost unanimontf lospbaae in tho 
BOnmliTeb'^ /^isra another anastion pat, a la« 
gitluateaeansnearand'^otfquomantof the flia'' 
Asa»faftiilflitagta(.|M|rymMr partaftlia* 



necoBBary to make them what they ought to [than anj palatial Btractore 
be, both in period and power? both interest ' accommodation of the future 




and patriotic consistency would constrain an af- 
firmative reply even to this severe test, ^ter 
est dsmandrther tei«nit#"tfppl«megtar^ Hk 
BeaBmenti lli»t«fttJl<««yliB& W;he 
are not long enough, then the purpasetof the 
Bchool houses erected, and the ninds expended 
on them, have been a failure to the full extent 
of the deficiency of the annual peri6d of 
instruction. The millions that have bben in- 
vested in these structures within th'e last 
twenty years, have not yielded the divli(iende 
that would have 
months' school 
In 1870, the Superinteh 
the amount invested in such buildings, ff^pa' 
ratus, and furniture, was no lees than $7,2^,- 
689, and that the value of the school structures 
erected during the same year was 8653.189 
Does buch Ml ccpMidllulv tot hdiises, funil-- 
twe, and appMratnsf iiidi<lat« a wanlf of appre 
elation of. the wiadfiii - and neeeBsity* of pro- 
vldfaig^ with like^llfoeniityV the reqiHsl^ funds 
to keep tlie soho<flB4n operatton at MsttUffit' 
months in tfte yearf > :<< 

It is surely poor eoMKmiy to^acpend large 
sums for an eng^, bolldliigs, - and^ maohinei^V 
9Md invest a like.amoniit tm faw materials fdr 
manufaottife, and then fumlsh *<mly j^Bt 
emmgh to |fenerate fhe ntotive pow«r %o ran it 
five hours *per day If vueh'partimony is eon* 
finmmate folly, what term- would Mequately 
escpress the lack off wisdM Md; logislatlre 
fideUty to constitveBtB, wklct» Wtrald refi^ 
the statoiory authority to provide* the neees' 
aaiy means to keep bur educational machinery 
in effective motion long eiMQgli to wotttmp 
the material on handt aid torn out a good ai^ 
tide. Our magniflceht^Befaool fund, MVt "a 
iwoper snpfHementaify ass/sssmeiit oa thepttfp- 
«Tty Mid poUa of tiie Otate^< would faimis1»«ft 
the peoililary mueiiB necesiar^ to render the 
•dneational patrinony «0 &aa children «v6ry 
thing that eould be dentred. iUck aa mhy be 
our soil, and inviting^ aa-nurf be our ^mad and 
fertile prairieB,:Eleh bottoms^ ited exhaitstl^ 
beds of' coal, yet thalr odmMnetf pow«r t» «t^ 
tiaet the enttghtenad emlgmmt cMm, wlthl 
ca^itifi foragriicoltnral, mamElfjrictuimlorttt&iaar 
imVestmeut, will be flsF laaa potent to Boeuve Ms 
ladatiOn hi enrlStafeetliali' aa annaal fund that 
Bhould kuaHBitto touhar^ymith a totae fnontke' 
Bchool udder thai tolllaq of eompeleat teaehan, 
even in the nwat diotrieta.. Capital 1b both aeu- 
sttlve and aaaaibla, kaear to .Bdant diiiaefs 
8hi»#A aoBd far lighftedtodeaefcyperUaad dts 
covei:' looalitieB lor wM favaslinent. The 
magic power and aktraotlve foree of anoh an- 
edaeational poiiey wonldabon beraaen aAd Mlt 
in eecuring the locatloB amoBg aa at miieh of 
ttia itemiyp!tettoa that new goe^ byar'tlirough 
oar Slate to other ooaumoawoaltha mova wtee 
aadUberal in theis DedncatloiAli leglBlatlon. 
Our anttoilatad and uaveaUlaked eaplttt la a 
far less dlBoredittduaaaaBtKte thaaonraabool 
hlBaaeB elosed aevan aaonttia bf tba year: The 
peopla would fur preterto meat tm addltkmal 
Bail miliicm aanaal aduealiaBal 'aBBBswaaat Itt 
toiliiott for tha nazt BizijReara, than havva throa 
million State-Honse lab ctf^ their fiaanelal 
alMUlders during a lika peiMU OShe fltst in- 
leeatmeni would do jBore iopthe laal and par» 
manant devalopmaut' of -afaa-aC /the phyalcial' 
raKmreea ^ ot ladlaiM^ tdaav aottiiaf oftttae 
cotomporanaoai manta^iviuMLr wmnk^ cnitnra^ 



The 



vox poptdi would 



for the 

legislators. 

say let 




piwnM%«iM^«ndaAa^mi2| a8lee8«ietitt)A 
property,and one dollar on each' poll for tuition 
purposes for the State, and leave undisturbed 
the present statute authorizing an equal local 
levy for the like object whenever desired. 

The present insufficient assessment for tui* 
tion is in such striking contrast with the popu- 
lar conviction of the wisdom and economy of 
spfc^if^ u^L^a^t^jp B4^hool structures, im- 
proved ^dnftP^'v !f^4 apparatus, that I have 
often wondered that tne legislators for the last 
ten yearff have not caught the popular inspira- 
tion in that direction, and bv that illumination 
been able to read the inscription so conspicu- 
ous on those walls, *'Rttn us for ^t least nine 
inoatha ana«atty.'*^'>Better britfgthe tuttm 
featttt«vt bur ijatem into niore haftttonioidB 
and conriMentrelatlan with the 'aforesaid ma- 
terial pitarvisibn BOltbetally fomltohM by ;16cal 
IMesMttent, than b#' ccnapetted %o eftlarge the - 
preBent penltetttlarieB or add a third to thiisie ' 
Stilfe iaatilutlotaa. There may have beeu mora 
feotaoeatibn batweea tha aeeeBsity of la second' 
peattaatiavv and tha withholding of i two-mill * 
eduoatlonal levy id 1858 than many of the le- * 
giBhftora of ttial ye« dreanM4)of, ev^li id their ; 
mbstlaeld moBMUta. The two «iill ta^ #ari 
refuted, but the* aacDOd peaitiratlary woidd! 
take no denial. It and its eompaers have bete 
among the most flourishing pete oftheeodi* 
monwealth lor the fast .ft ve yeaia. LookUt the ^ 
spaeiouB refordialory teatlVBtlQiBa whose ple*'- 
tana embellish the aJtoresatd doeumbuf, (oii# ' 
of whSeble In tight of the flag that fldata from' 
the dome of the Oapltol) and read on every* 
briek iff their walls thlB iaa^Hpttdtf, hardened: 
(mta ImpierlBhabli:' chkraetars : * **The oad' mm 
school tax of 1853 built thi^ atraeturi.'^' The< 
hand^writlngon Belshaasar's'palaea' wane wia 
far kiBB tef(|tble than th«BB vitrified iettwa, ehal* * 
lengingtheattantlbn of ^errviBltor; whetheiK> 
legMator o# prtarate dfelaea. Boeh aBaessiha&ti - 
wUl ba amde, and thby -muat be met, either i«" 
tha ealtura at the yodth bf the Stafe, ot la tha 
conviotloa- and Inoafeetatioa of her erlmlaito; * 
Shflill that laeord'be duplleatad by the Leglsla* * 
tare Of 1878; by refualngt'to -levy A two ahd a^ 
half mfili'taac oa^^ha property, and one daliai'^ 
on each' 'poll) Air taltlaa parpoaeat *Badli 
an aaeaBsment oh tha. proparCy would ' ba' 
tieitber bBrdenabme nor oppiaisivie, for Ita' 
mazidium dimaod on Mfe Ihaa thr#a" 
fifthh. af tha cHteeoa wacdd not axeead two* 
doUan and fifty deatBaaeh. Tha date author-' 
Islagliha above aaaettlOB witt ba fosmd in tba^ 
Fourth jhanaal RepOH oft tha Bdneatlonal Da*-' 
partment^ page 97. Of «ho fltt^80e tazaayeta> 
olthe Stete in iSSS, aathanin iai)iirtad,ttf:O0t< 
paid on $1,600^ »^ Uis, ihoia Iftaa two tUMi' 
of 'I the whole. ,Tiie aehbol* lavywi thepdlla' 
shoiM Dot'ba aaytMag Ibbb thaii oaedollarit' 
Tha pdll taKirapraeeataaha detaaaad that popu- 
lar adueatlmi midEeB on evary cttteen aa a man,: 
inaaptatlveof fropeMy^ and iThaca isthe indl*^ 
ridnaleajt^gltha eleottre franeUBewho i| u»* 
willing to- pay^at Bdm aa an aKpttaBlm of > 
hlB appiatdaUoa of the^ataaof a syltem af * 
popular edoaatlonf Our aehaol funds •suppIO' > 
maaitad: with tha. abova*airiiied •. aasetBmtat 
would' bnalar bring our araraga adanal B^baot^ 
paiiod in|a tha iegton Of eight m^iiUiB; Sa^ 



/ 



euire all to farniih ilieSr e4|iiiteble Ahtn o< a 
liberal provUlon lor general pvrpoies, and 
leave each local corporaUon at perfeel liberty 
to relieve ttveir wanto by Btanicipal fleeooinaent. 
The.applieation of the latter Biinel|Ae to the 
reetraint and altimate remoTaf at the ourse of 
Intemperance woold be equally potent and 
wise as the first movetnent 

on that stronghold of Satan. 

With snch a base of operations we could carry 
the masses of the people and win the victory 
In the approaching conftlct on both fields. 

Another suggestion is the same line of 
thought and argument, is the striking lack of 
symmetry in the little progress that has been 
made since we recovered from the ten years* 

Saralysis Induced by that legal decision, which 
ke a pall of despair rested on our educational 
piospects and seemed to veto all progress. It 
took ten years for the Legislature to recover its 
normal condition, and assume courage enough 
to reU«7e the solitary mill, that had stood sen- 
tinel on the picket line of outposts, between 
light and darkness, unrelieved for a third of 
a generation. The Legislature of 1885 with 
the same timidity and lack of enlarged concep- 
tions, that shaped the educational legislation 
of 1852, supplemented the one mill tax with an 
assesament of six tenths of the original 
levy, a bomeopathfe treatment, indeed of 
homeopathy itself. This was indeed progress, 
but a little too much of the slow coach type. 
Thanks are due even to the little engine that 
backs up a train into the depot "preparatory to 
its subsequent trip. The Legislature of 
1867 in defiance of judicial thunderbolts, 
either past or future, authorised the Trustees 
of civil townships and trustees of incorporated 
■ towns to make a tuition levy, to supple- 
ment their share of the public funds of any 
amount not exceeding two and a half mills on 
property and twentv-five cents on each poll. 
The statute itseU is a confession that the 
schools might require a local supplement 
much larger than the general provision. Had 
they boldly taken the bull bv the horns, and 
mado the two and a half mill levy a general as- 
sessment for the State, uid supplemented it 
with a local levy of equal amount to the gen- 
eral school tax of 18815, far different results 
would have been reached. That would have 
been the true * and intelligent policy, and had 
that Legislature inaugurated it their names 
would havi gone down to posterity fragrant 
with the blessings of the children of Indiana. 
This is the minimum basis on which any Leg- 
islative body conld rest their claims to the 
gratitude and thanks of the undeveloped fu- 
ture. There is more significance and wortht 
even, in that local statute than appear^ on the 
surface, and surely somebody is entitled te no 
small meed of praise for the latent wisdom 
that its o{.eration has developed. Perhaps it 
was intended a tentative measure. 

If so, it has been a complete succesi^, for it 
has demonstrated that those who have made 
the assessment think that an eight or nine 
months' school each, eaoh year, is both a ne 
oessity and ahK> a blessing worth paying for. 
Some of the rural townships availing them- 
selves of the provisions of this local statute, 
have shown what an appreciative intelligence 
will do, and what, by a united effort and gen- 
eral provision, all may ei^oy^ If the itii«l 
portion of our popnlation need an eight 
piontha' sebooi awmallj, than the gan^al 1^ 



should be laige enough to seeure that amount 
of tnttton to all tira youth of the State, irre- 
spective of location, circumstances or color. 
In illustration of the practical operation of the 
law of 1807, an exhibition of what hasandmajf 
be done by it, from the Superintendent's re- 
port for 1870, I select four mral to wnsdips, 
feom as many counties, situated in extreme 
and opposite parts of the State, each of which 
made a tuition levy (hsvinfUrected their school 
houses by the assesAnent of previous years) on 
a genend average, amounting to $1,635 each. 
This asfleasment supplemented their portion of 
the general f nnd to such an extent as to give 
them eaMi, schools averaging nine and one- 
t3nth months per annum This suggestive and 
gratifying results will, I trust, be shown by the 
forthcoming report of the Superintendent to 
hate been the happy experience of hundreds 
of rural townships during the last year. The 
average wages paid by the said townships to 
their teschers were $56 per month to male, and 
$33 tofemaleSb 

The Auditor's report for 1873, which has 
just come to hand, confirms the anticipations 
deduced from these four specimens taken from 
the Superintendent's report of 1870. That 
ofllcer, among other valuable statistics, has 
given a tabular exhibit of the loc^ taxation 
for various purposes, which the citizens of 
one hundred and seventy-nine incorporated 
towns and cities have voluntarily imposed on 
themselves. See page 170-73. By that ex- 
hibit it will be seen that ninety of these cor- 
porations have levied a tuition tax averaging 
more than two mills on the dollar. It mast not 
be overlooked that if a tenth of the civil cor- 
porations of the State assess themselves for 
tuition purposes, and thus secure an average of 
nine months school, these high averages are 
amongthe elements of the general average of 
the State. Take for illustration Superintend- 
ent fiobbs' report fot 1870, page 170-73, and 
vou will find these extreme averagee by coun- 

Yigo's average length of schools was 158 days. 

Porter's averige length of schools was . . : . 149 days. 
Whitens SYeiage length of schools was.... 6Sdays. 
Warrick*s avenge lensth Of schools was. . . 07 daya 
Qeneral average of State was 97 days. 

To understand the true character of what the 
State, as a State, is doing for the schools, and 
to what extent the Legislatures of past years 
have discharged their duty in making the con- 
stitutional provision for the education of all 
the youth, irrespective of county lines, we 
we must carefully scan all the material entering 
into the general average, i'he Superintendent 
gives the elements in detail as well as the gen- 
eral average. There is no doception on his 
part, fie gives the results condensed into one 
definite number of days. The Legislators ou^ht 
to analyze that result and thus reach the actu- 
al state of things. 

In confirms' ion of the necessity of such 
analysis, and what it will reveal, take the fol- 
lowing facts: Of the ninety-two counties In 
the State fifty-three— five-ninths— are below 
the general average, and even that ninety-seven 
days are enough to make us blush when placed 
beside New Jersey's nine and a half months, 
average schools for 1873. 

We will not arrest the analysis at this 
pcftnt, bnt^ give another specimen in the line 
of ai^^umeht. Thirii]r*seven of these fifty-three 
oMiatieshadiorthe year reported, sehoob of 
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Smeral aTcraice of ealy Mvooty-elslit and foar- 
nths days (78 4^), loM tb«n four montlM. A 
•imilar a«alyBis ol the forth-eoming report of 
this department will probably prodace similar 
axly facts. Liet the committee stibfect that 
document to a like test and iclve tbeLen^isla- 
tnre the benefit of soeh an analysis, eren if a 
elx months' average abonld prove to be 
bat a five months' rediUy in a score of coan> 
ties. Let us get 4^ the real condttion of the 
patient Nothing short of soeh a diagnosis of 
the case will enable you to ualte on the proper 

Srescriptlon. Homeopathic treatment ol the 
le patient has been tried for twenty years, 
and he Is still on his back. Let AUof>athy be 
tested at least forthe next two years. If one 
and six-tenths wUl not break up the chills 
of popular ingorance, let two and a half be 
tried before the patient's ccmstitution lias lost 
all its vitality and his heart all hope. 

If an eight months' period of instruction is 
the constitutional and ttnchallengable - inher- 
itance of every minor in the commonwealth, 
where is the legislator who« by his vote, will 
withhold that minimum patrimony any long- 
er, since it has been demonstrated by the in- 
dependent experiment of these four town- 
ships, that a general levy of a two and a half 
ml leoi ipropertyand one dollar 00 each poll and 
a local lax of one and six-teenths mills on prop- 
erty will give us a scdiool for the rural popnla 
tion of not mach,if any, less than nine months 
annually? The school wants of the rural por- 
tion of the State is the proper boiU of general 
legislative provision, forthe full and highest 
benefits of the school system, can not, in the 
very nature of the case, reach the scattered 
portion of our dtisens. 

The inhabitants of our large towns and cities, 
hythe concentration of people and wealth, have 
facilities for a mere extended and thorousrh 
culture of their SOBS and daughters than their 
voibX friends enjoy. These superior advan- 
tages are a fall and equitable ofTset for any 
and all supplemementary educational aseess- 
ment, to which location may sut^ect them. If 
any one is disposed to question the foregoing, 
•tatement let him ask himself, Oan l^e lurji 
citizen secure for his cnildren the benefits of a 
high school culture at the same expense at 
which his city friend procorea^tkat training for 
his family? The letter's supplementary school 
tax is not a tithe of what it will cost his countiy 
cousin to send one son or daughter away from 
home an equal period of time. Multiply that ten 
fold expense by the home number, and it will 
be/ieen where the burden rests, and who has the 
largest share of the commmonwealth's benefi- 
cent provision. If any one has reason to com- 
plain of hardship, in state assessment for gen- 



legislation. Mcrmsents in the direction of 
Normal instnictlon have* not been made too 
soon, nor to« efficient ind liberal. This step 
could have been wisely taken twenty yean 
ago. The incongruity of our action in the 
premises, consists not injour zeal and liberality 
of appropriation for suitable buildings and 
conipKBtent instruction, for even in these there 
is yet much to be done before we can reap the 
full benefit of what has already been expended* 

That beautifal building, as represented In 
the Superintendent's report, shoum be finished 
and supplied with the requisite equipments of 
fumltore, heating apparatus, chemical and 
philosophical apparatus and cabinet. Another 
$75,000 could be profitably invested in that 
enterprise, a Judleious and economical supple- 
ment to the appropriation already made. Bat 
it does seem marvelous that It did not occur to 
the legislative wisdom that gave us the State 
Normal School to enquire, Is there nut a pre- 
liminary step to be taken precedent *both in 
time and importance? 

* The average length of our schools, as report- 
ed in 1865, to that Legislature, was only eighty- 
seven days, a mere flection more than four 
months', school of twenty days each. A faint 
idea of the necessity and wisdon* 
of providing the pecuniarity means Idr 
protracting the period of school 
tuition, if not before, at least cotemperane- 
ously with the establishments of a Normal 
School, seems to have flitted across the legis- 
lative mind o^ that year, which took ehape 
that session in a sixieentn of a mill enlarge, 
ment of the general school levy. That assest- 
ment, according to the report of 1870, added 
only ten days to the average period of 18fti6 
thus showing its utter inadequacy to give vl- 
tUity, vigor and prosperity to our school sys- 
tem. Normal schools, ever so numerous and 
excellent, can not galvanize into permanent 
activity and ensure success to common schocda 
that remain aeven or eight months annauliy In 
a state of suspended animator. Sach a pro- 
tracted period of torpidity, if not fatal to vital 
ity, surely will not be favorable to vicorons 

¥rowth during the Arctic summer that follows, 
he talent trained in the Normal Schools must 
seek employment and compensation elsewhere 
than in a commonwealth whose educational 
funds are too meagre to sustain, in her rural 
districts, a five months' school each year. The 
services of Normal taught teachers wiU be 
neither properly appreciated nor very eagerly 
sought by these whose resources are solioutad, 
and whose educational hopes have been sb'long 
and so bitterly disappointed. It is idle and 
vain to expect that many will seek normal in- 

eral education, it surely is not The mJIi who fi™?>!2?lS?!iPj?^, ^J\h *"* ^1^^^^ !^' '^? 
Uves within the sound of a fflgh School beU er ( i55,?51J«^H?^J^u!!lS^*li!!i!?.f* ^.T. J5!?f.5^ 
under the Shadow of a graded 
such selfish and local considerations bedis 



h School beU er ( i^?,^**"*^.??' ^y}^'^ twice as msay terms U 
schooL Let all I ^i^diana aa they have received gratuitous tdi 
Brations ba dia* ^^^^^ ^' there **is not a better prospect of re 



missed at once and. forever, aa unworthy both 
of the citizen or legislator. There is a higher 
plane for both the constituent a^d representa- 
tive to occupy. Let each vie with the other in 
an earnest advocacy oC a broad, liberal and en- 
lightened policy which shall bless the entire 
youth of the Stato, and give Indiana an honor- 
able position among the sisterhood of the 
nation. 

Let us look for a moment at another matter 
of fact suggestive, at least, of an ineongmous 
oversight in soma of. the recent edocattoBal < nyataifcboUi harmony with the other darts of 



re- 
munerative employment, thaxi the present 
status of our educational aflfairs will prepesly 
authorize. 

But let the programme be changed and the 
pecuniary means be furnished to sustain 
schools in the rural portions of the State to 
the extent of general average of eight months 
annually, and we shall see a marked change In 
the aspect of things. Bring the commonsch ools 
into their proper n. anclal condition, then|t and 
not till then, will the Normal feature o^ our 



r^ 



to ■acMMnpUah ' lU miflriOA. 

When we hliva Adopted socli % liberal and 
enlighteiied poliey, Honnal culture will com- 
mand a pxemkiiB, and luatead of ^ne euph in- 
ftitution teveiBl will <be demanded. Nothing 
thai money eould do for oar Kormal School at 
Terre Haute, after ita complete equipment as 
above indicated, wbnld be eo Taioable to its 
aoceeis aa px«per dormitory accommodation for 
the lady pnpila, and cheap board for alL The 
New Jersey nornial acheolhaa anch an append- 
i^se, prodnciDsfthe happieet reauUa. The oldest 
proTiaion oit uiia clwraoter, with the most sat- 
Ifltectory record for fifteen years, is the Ladies' 
Hall at Oberlin. Public or private monificence 
could not be more wisely direolad than to the 
•reetion, «t the expenae of five and twenty 
or thirty thoosand dfillara, of a dormitory 
buildinii: sufficiently ample to accommodate 
eii^y or a hundred lady atndenta, with ample 
boardinff amngemonts for a larger number. 
Such a cheapening of board and lessaning the 
current expense of the pupils, would bring its 
privilegea within the reach of many a worthy 
one now praotically debarred from them. 

Ample funds for general tuition purposes 
and thorough normal onlturo are indispensable 
to success. The reconstraction of our syofcem 
that will bring these essential elements in ha]^ 
monions eo-operatloo« is the grand deaidera 
twn. It is f oUy • f (nr the people or .the Legisla- 
ture to indnlgethe hope of speedy or ultimate 
snecess with anythbig short of such proTi> 
sions* 

Whether the common schools in their graded 
and.perfected form are not the proper sphere 
and sole limit of public supervision and charge, 
Is a. question* whlph, though not^formally ^' 
cussed, haabeen. practically settled,. To the 
consideration of. Uils> topic we propose to de- 
vote » portion of this communica- 
tion« though the statement that the 
popular sentiment Is adverse to the fitate 
control of the higher culture of our youth, may 
he questioned by boraey yet all truth seekers 
will candidly look «t the fade aa they are de- 
veloped by theaignaof the timea. Borne of 
these facts indie^tive (if> this conviction will 
now be in place. What could more clearly in 



bCfttd^ed-vpon woithy objoeta and in a wise 
direction. MiUionB have been given to the 
latter, while the former have yet to receive the 
first dime. Thousands of donors of 
smaller sums are unheralded, yet their 
Uberal contrlbutioiis go to swell the volume 
and.give power and direction to this stream of 
private beneficence. Our State has been the 
theatre on whieh a portion of this beneficent 
dteplay haa been maoe. How eould our dti- 
zena more significantly indicate their prefer- 
ence of private corporation control, over 
State sapervision and charge, of coUefi^te 
culture tnan by the hundreds of thousands 
which they have given to the institutions of 
rheir preference. . Probably ninety-nine hun- 
dreds of what has been given for collegiate 
culture inflndian a, by her citizens, has gone 
Into the treasuriee of private corporationa. 
These facts are not straws floating on the sur- 
face of the stream, but huge logs, half buried 
in its deep and steady current, true indiees of 
its volume and direction. There must be some 
strong and suggestive reasons for this almost 
universal popular preference. The under- 
lying motive of this popular action 
in Ihe premises, will, probably, be 
found in the strong contrast in the 
essential elements and prominent characteris- 
tics of the said corporations. These two or- 
ganizations, public and private, have very 
marked and significant features. The latter 
possesses elements and pledges of success of 
(i^hich the former is utterly destitute. One of 
these potent elements is per»onaliiiiterest and 
individual investment. This is the pervading 
and enerfj^sing spirit of tbe latter, while in the 
former Hi is utterly unknown. The trustees of 
the private organisation represent and embody 
the animus of the enUre association of oontrib- 
utoA. They have put their hands into their 
pockets and represent like liberality in others, 
who expect and are willing to thrust them stili 
deeper mto th^ own purses to meet the wants 
incident to subseqcient growth and expansion. 
They do not depend solely nor mainly for sus- 
tenance and permanent growth on the taproot 
of the first investment, out draw largely on the 
laterals ot subsequent growth and the count- 
less rootlets that put out annually near the 



public sentiment on a given topic or policy than 
its action in the premises?- This vbvdiet, ithough 
silent and** unobtiuded,( Is none the less em* 
phatic and real. , What more Mnequivooa! or 
sigikificant expression of the , popular convic- 
tion on this point eould either be sought or 
made than the .disposition so generally msni- 
fest^d, to give all' aasociated effort in be- 
half of the highM* ■UteEary culture., the 
direction of a frank dttiominaUoaal af 
fittity preference?' , Why has tltfe basis of 
operations been adopted by all who havis en- 
gaged in sueh entefpriaes^ unkas it meets their 
approbation, and is best aidapted to secure sue 
cess, because combining, the most effective el- 
oments amd incentives to human action? Noth* 
ing m the current Aventa of the last ten years 
Is more patent, suggestive .and hopeful for 
good than the princely sums given to found, 
eq^p,.aiid endow coUegesw both male and fe- 
male, by generonsi indiyiduals in all parts of 
the eountiT. These sums have not been given 
to SUte coUeges^ but priva^ .corporations, on 
the ground oi personal preferottce and indi- 
lidoal eonTiction.tliat theao banefactiMis jrere 



dicato the force ioid direction- ol the current of jjuiface. They are in lively sympathy with the 



seirit of the enterprise, and show their appre- 
^tfitionof its worth, and tl^eir faith in its mis- 
sion, by repeated ana. liberal contributions. 
There is no mileage nor per diem in their 
vocabulary, for drones and leeches, in suc^ 
boards, are as rare ^ serpejits in the Bmerald 
Isle. They are homogenious In their sentiments 
and sympathie8,cordial in counsels and hearty in 
co-operative efiort. Such elements ef char- 
acter, such exhibitions of liberality, such uni- 
nimity of purpose are not expected nor found 
in Boards of trust to whom State institutions 
aoe usually entrusted. The public institution 
is expected to draw its nourishment and sup- 
port from the taproot of governmental endow- 
ment and tuition fees, for they have no other 
resources for growth, unless they can run some 
vigorous laterals into the rich soil of the pub- 
lic domain* It is often, at the best, but a per- 
functory sei;vice that is rendered in 
such . fiducial trusts. The constitu- 
tion of such boards necessarily involvea 
more. or less liability of. gathering into 
them incongruous elements, uncongenial aplf- 
ita and tempera as lijucompatible aa i^ioraaeo. 
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their ewn merits tad endowments. . The State 

gnper pie*. 'VfsB i^ no^rartji tkat fttUtptitU- Uninmlty Is no biMer ihlii dfVbrs of her t&m- 
e request loi; #10^ m^^wss it i«MUlatl9»oolDh pf ^ e atw^l i iiie d %f ssiocliitM and liberality. 



aspect of a reply, bears the type and tone of a 

#(ss « jtofert? t»at t rnp tmi 

r ^idt ra^WSS it Legifllatlpaoolnh i pf V% vaMwuHwa vf aNociatea ana ainsmnjf 

passion thstgnii»t«4 ^ iibrDra«siibeid|rt..lB< oatha basis itfdenondiiittpiisl affinity. _I^t 



the mother so pfKtt.ss to Jbeoome a pabUf 



Aer;iike her idenomtostlenkl sister^; look io 



eharge» and sra i^esl^MT Aons anwUUnnito re 
lieye herf Surely sapa » nK>^e^ iJsaai Maler.. 
astheyGaUher,iOiifht^ not< to fofesAny snch 
neclect at. the. hands of her ofisprtag. Itifr 
sa(d by Way of exoBilfia^&OD. I^st her sons are 
peculiarly sitai^t04, And their hsnds ase Ued. 
li It is impossiiue Iprj^e sympathies of th^ 
sons of the,Sme UniTersiti to have, any 
tuigible ' ezprefl^ioln, i^nd ihair libttnalityf 
(to say nothing . of < mtitoda for .gmtnMr 
ons instruction) \9 wo4 any M>prsipaiAte 
and effectiye . m^aifests^Lon in the line of 
maternal reUlif ./ihm sfi^ «n abnor- 
mitl ^lation cer^ii|ly feieds somo* reoonstnio- 
tion. But thV».^pedimff^ so doioreusly de 
idored, win be found oi^ e^^minfttion to.be mor|» 

unaginary than rest* ■' 

"^T^e alunmi/of pther..<kistlt«tif»n0,ehfierfkiUF 

giye thehr hundreds imd thonssods ^torreHeyk 

current wants, and also toeidargei the endoW" 

Hients of t^eir Ahosa JIf ateir. thoai^i they have-] of that-toroyitienwaS evidently beiilflcent'spd 

no voice in. the opnti^l^of thfAeiastilotiMiS. desfgned to innure s<^ely 1^ the benefit .of 



MMseftyethvusaiMt'stiidbntliBheh^ sept out 
for aid and, ' cohitet'^ind' mesns ' of enlarge- 
aafemit If she Js the woHhf m6Mier df so many 
■onsysurelt they^ave'theinbans and'o^^t to 
hAvethe mipbsitidn to ^Stieye the ^tocuniary 
wasits of a mother who has done so much for 
theJBCL 1^hn># tae» on the resourcMfand synitMi- 
thias of her Own ehildi^ fl»r 'futoilS enlarge- 
ment af other loads or bttildtngs. tVucEa 
coBBSe wm do iMf «ood, thcresse her self- 
respect and dswelope her self-i^liance and cul- 
tivate Uke traitn in her sons. If cfhe has not 
tha elements of eharacter to endure such, ia 
ordeal and has not trained her sots to reepc^ct 
and love her sufficiently to reMeve her wants, 
she 'is not #6rtty Of the fitlpport o% the 
i3ommoBWealtlk * " 

Vhetoeisaiftotlslahtethe law of 1901^ tlUit 
entitlea two students from eacHJconnty tojfree 
tnitloa la theState UnlverBity. The pur^olse 



Why should the wmni 9i a Stele .Uuititiition 
decfine a like liberam» end ssmpathy taniajrd 
the college that h%s gTven them theif trtlliori? 
The former paid thf)r tu&tian^ and they do not< 
love th^ir motli^r gi^ tha less for hairing 
charged them fpi^ ^^ mij^nictlon, . Tim lattec 
received their in§tnmUP4i • fsea . of tnitlo^' 
charge, and shfdl they be any tj^aieaa ge^^Boas 
than the sons pf other coUegesf .I«et bat a 
tithe of the more than ^ya thousend whu.have 
received more «r les^ iiistnicMaa at the State 
University . each jfj^ve ^y -^he amooitf of his 
gratuitous^ ti^^on, ftt the na^f^ imte of: fSO. per 
annum, and thoTeu^t wmild.staad thus: JfoKUr 
yearai tnitio«, II90, . miutjpUed hy ssidUthe. 
flVjB hundred, ^ves the nandaeme.Uhtta sum of 
sixty thousand dollars; ,0]c le$. but the six huii 
dred iedumni do the same, aad^hei stUUlarger 
sumot$73,00p would be resUaadt^aa amount 
anciently large to relieve tike eoauaonnreall^h 
from further charge for her support.. iSooh a 

Jiresentwould dlT their. moth^r<a heart with 
oy, be a means of gy:ac^ to thmselves and re 
lieve them from the.mortiflaationof'saehig 
their mother either a pauper or pensionBr. 

It will naturally be expe^ed . that the ele- 
' phant that put, in his tmnh at t^o window for 
snBtenanee»jftyeyea^ ajEP, will not be.slow to 
thrust hif he%i Into the dopK of some subse- 
quent liegislaiture with Uie modost leanest for 
permanent lodging. If. such a..demaad is made 
and granted^ it wiQlook U^e establisliing a.pre • 
emption elaun on the Statf . Treasury*. Bather 
than sanction apd adopt, that policy the Stat& 
had better commence . at once, «van in 



advance pf any sqch appUQatioB» that aecon- 
stniction of the Uniyersity wh&oh wiU bring its 
funds into i^ more^ dii^pt and prsatleal f^ymipa- 
thy wlMi the normal necesc^es of the State in 
imitation of Illinois and the pvepased policy of 
Ohio. Against j41 au€^ sf^propriations, xMres-. 
ejit, past and futuxc^ X enter my moat^deeided 
ahd emphatic protest, and.I have no.doabt that 
the people of Indiana* when they uaderstaad 
the merits of the case (and they will aat be slow 
. to discover the fiatOOO leeoh)niUl ba eqaaUy 
decided and emphatic in timir. repadiatlaa eft 
all such pensioners, or paaperst)'. Xhey will 
gay, and jus^y fo, let Uw w&egaa d^Mnd on 



w^arthy youth etraffgUng'inth pcverty tntho 

Suianlt of knowledge. But It'has lailed, td a 
reatorlasseoclent^toaocbttplishits benevo- 
lent missioa for the lack «f (definite limltatidn. 
This pffvUege haa often been granted to l^e 
fiiiBfcappliCant, tftesi^tive of pecuniary clr- 
dumstancas, or 1^ special character of tha 
provlsioni Better repeal the* Article andma^e 
thaFacQlty:of the yniversity th^ almoner 'of 
the State's bounty to Indigstat worth, without 
the restriction of cottnty lines. Require all to 
pay tuition, till indlgenee aiid woHhhave the 
opportonity to'dembnstmte tbdr claims to tha 
sakisfaetlon of the teadhers of ^ the inMitntion. 
9j this methodtheoontem^tcd aid would 
reach iter porposed destination, with less lia- 
bility: to perversion, afid with more satififtkction 
topmerparttes coaeerhed; The exceptional fea- 
ture of tha article shOws that the Le^iiilatQre 
of 185S thooght that tuttlOB fees were a legiti- 
mate source Nof leveniie and as Justly demand- 
ed " of the' stodent enjoying the piivi- 
legea of • the* taatitatlehj as interest 
cojold. be I'M the borrower of Its 
endowment funds, 'Neither Congress npr the 
Legtalature had any other conception of tiie 
f dnctions of a' doUege than that Its instnietioit 
#as worth something, and the recipients 
ihould (Ekt J least pay a portion of its cost. Tha 
fne tuition bubble had not then beei^ bloWnto 
eaoititaiaiabow hues and then vanish in thin 
*iir. • ^ ' . ' •• ^^ 

Endowment funds for nterary institutions 
whether furnished by public br private muni- 
fleence,haye always been con slaered, both by 
tha doner and the receiver, to have a two-fb^ 
misslon^aad dotf bid income to th6 Institutfon. 
interest on the investment andjKuition f6es,imd 
a beneflceot bearfaigalSo on th^ students intne 
diminished charge fbr Instniction. The tuition 
charge fta the American colleges 1$ at least [fibc- 
ty per cent lata than its actuid cost. Is not 
that diseonnt enauffh to mfen . of me/Ins who 
never gave a'dtane toequi]^ the College to which 
they are sanding their sons, nor ' to ahy other? 
Thereiore, grattfltous tuition, to rich and poor, 
without distSAcaoii, Is utterly repugnant to all 
oidiaary competition of either Justice or 1r^ 
libarality. It is nothing; s&ort of a grpM 
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perreraiott •! fonds from . U»eir 
le^timate use, and a fraud on t^e donors en- 
teitaioiDg the Tiews above named. Thits,tKV% 
been wlseenoagli^Cperbapa eimply in the esti- 
mation of the advocates of indiscriminate fee 
taition), to suppose Uiat institutions should 
charge something. f#r their instruction, and 
thus enlarge their meaus ta nnUke it better, 
aad also help those who need assistance and 
wUl appreciate the benefaction. Whoever, 
adopted the fee tuition policy will find it a 
financial delusion, leading to bankruptcy, un- 
less the corporation has a princely endowment, 
or letters of credit on some confiding Common- 
wealth. None of the older and best endowed 
colleges have adopted this pseudo-philaothro- 
Die policy except liichlgan University. WhUe 
fts trustees, mth their million endowment, 
keep their hands out of the State Treasury 
and ask for fno subsidies, the people of that 
Com oaon wealth will not probablv call for any 
investigation of their fiscal anairs. , As the 
trustees of Indiana tTniversity have asked and 
received subsidies for thei last five years, let 
them show the people the causes that have 
created the necessity for them. Let them 
make public the potent considerar 
tions. that induced the Len^latures 
of 1867, '9 and *71 to grant and continue 
this assistance. Let them produce their au- 
thority for ezpandlhg the definite spedfic 
word two in the statute of 1852, into an mdefi- 
nite number, representing all who ehoote. Has 
Indiana become so rich and liberal as to throw 
open the doors of her University to North 
America free of tuition .charges? I put the 
' question on this broad basis, for I see by the 
last catalogue, that in her Law and Medical 
Departments, Indiana, Ohio and Illinois are 
represented, and in hew Literary Department, 
Indiana, Minnesota, Illinois, J&entucicy, Ohio, 
Utah, Eas( Canada and Arkansas have their 
representatives. Is this State prepared to edu- 
cate gratuUot4sly all the law and medical stu- 
dents that may present themselves.for charitar^ 
ble instruction? The balloon expansion of tlie 
10th section of the law of 1852 took effect on 
the subsidy of 1867, 1 suppose. Who fhmished 
^the gas for that assen&ion, with free tnitioh 
banners streamlnic in the wind and prodaim- 
hig to the continent the gracious invitation, 
*'Come to Indiana University and you shall have 
tuition in literature, law and medicine as free 
as the air you breathe?" What legislature au- 
thorized free tuition to all, from **sub-fresh- 
man'* to senior, and a like gospel to all the 
' embrio doctors and lawyers in the land ? . 

Let us look at some of the financial results 
of that stretch of authority above named, for 
I am not aware of the existence ol any statu- 
tory basis for it, and the vanity and adcapkm- 
dum aspect of the proclamation. ^*No tuition 
fee is required of any student in any depart- 
ment of «he University," say» the last cata- 
logue. In that saaae document we fiod the ma- 
terials for the following flnanelal eithibit: Law 
students, 31, (but one of these is a resident 
graduate, and, therefore, by courtesy exempt 
from tuition chargea) Medical stude&ts, 90. 
Undergraduates,- 826. • All these (852) three 
hundred and fifty-two reeeivlng gfstnitous in- 
struction, if the above official statement be re- 
liable* Had they ail paid the usual fees in the 
several departments^ the flnaiiclBl exhibit 
would he thus; 



80 law stndeofte at $100 each, alow flguce $8,000 

96 medical students at $100 e^tcb, a low fig- 
ure , f,80O 

tW undergradnstes at t^ each, a low figure. . . 6,'7tM) 



Amount ..819,800 

Why may the citiflens ask was this large sum 
thrown away for the foolish vanity of 
tiroclaiming to the world that Indfaifia 
tuition, iuthe literary and professional depart- 
ments of the Unlversfty^s as free and easy as 
divorces in her courISs? whether all the salar- 
ies of the law, medical and coYtefflate profes- 
sors are paid from the income of the funds and 
the annual State subsidies, will be known when 
the trustees furnish the public with an annual 
exhibit of their receipts and expenditures. If 
there is anything in the above exbibit either 
f^adous or deceptive, it is owing to the want 
of supplementary light from that source. 

What has Indiana received for all this gratui- 
tous tuition, to say nothing of the tens of thou- 
sfl«ds which she has bestowed on rich men*a 
sons for the last* five yeafft? Is it said, if you 
charge some and exempt others, according to 
the law of 1862, yeu subject them to the morti- 
fication of feeling that they are paupeiB? That 
exemption, with all its infelicitous 
lack of restriction and instruction • 
need not be either Indiscriminate, 
nor public, and therefore the mortifying infer- 
ence Is both illogical and deceptive. Struggling 
merit neither loses independence nor selt- 
respect by the acceptance of such aid, but who 
does not pity the meanness of the rich man in 
seeking and the son In receiving free tuStian^ 
when they both know that the money repre- 
senting his Instruction was drawn from the 
pockets of the laboring man, as well as from 
the purses of the rich? To what but a semi- 
pauper poftitlon has this w-onderful finsn* 
elerlng brought the State Uoflverdity? Hdw 
4oes this free tuition on a grand scale looK in 
contact with the return required of the pnpUs 
in the Normal Department of State Sducatipu 
for their Instruction? A horrible misnomer to 
be oen^eted, not by requiring less of thehi, 
but - dlreeting the Trustees to "return to 
the policy of charging the customary 
tuition fees in all departments of Uni- 
versity instruction. h»X the collapse 
ol this fnee tuUUm b%MiU bear date 
with the application for another subsidy. The 
committee oh the general appropriation w|ll 
surely have good reasons, in the above financjfal 
exhibit, for not admitting that , annual subsidy 
Into their omnibus. 

The remaining topic for a brief consideration 
is the basis of the enumeration of school 
children. The present school period, accord- 
ing to the statute of 1865 Is from six totWjButy- 
oheyeard of age, fifteen years. 

There seems .to be no valid reason, why ^t 
should be extended so far beyond the actual 
fact, in the experience of nioe-tentlM of i|ur 
youth. Probably not. one in ten goes to our 
common schools beyond eighteen years age. In 
some of the other States, whose school systems 
are more complete and effdctive, the period is 
only ten years from six to sixteen. 

Switzerland gives her children instruction 
forty weeks annuaJly, more than double the 
general average of our schools in 1870, from 
seven to fifteen. Only eight years is Qie 
period of school instruction that Ser 
youth enjoy. The infelicity of our basis if 
that it makes the number of those not atteud* 
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fag Bcliools 80 larg^ In proportion to the npm- 
ber enrolled that oiftr flenool exhibit of atti&nd- 
a^e is unnedeBeaHiy nnfavorable in compari- 
son with a lib;6 exhibit Jftthoae Statea who^ 

_fifiCiDd is only ten years! In national statifl-* 

~liGS we snfier Qnnecesaary diecredit, and atand 
much lower than we ought, or would, if our 

.maxiqaum school' age were only sixteen or 
eiffbteen. According to ttie report of LS70, 
only about two-thirds of the enumerated chil- 

^ dren were enroUed as ecbolars. The change 

'of tbe maximum age from twenty one to eight- 
een would not effect the relatiye diatribuUon 
of the funds in the leaat. Each township 
would get the same proportional share of the 
whole amount annually distributed, on thsfMw 

. basis, that it received on the old. For 
example: A township is entitled to 11,^0 
iBchooi funds in a given yaar. On the 
old basis of .enumeration she has 400 
children, on the new she has but 900 pupils- 
.The State distributioa for that year, on the for. 

:mer basis, would give ^ per scholar, but on 

'.the latter basis the per capita share would he 
$4 each. . The township share q£ the publie 
funds would be the same on either basis. 
While the new basis will give each corporation 

. its proper amount of funds, it will also furn- 
ish a truer exhibit of the popular apprecia>- 
tlon of public instruction, and the real propor- 

' tion of our youth that avail themselves of its 
advantage. In view of these facts let us have 
the proposed change. 

In conclusion, let me aay, let the foregoing 
facta, figurea and auggesUonp be laid Oefore 
the Legislature and scattered among tfa0 peo 

^ j>le broadcast, and the former will be at no 
loss to discover the proper remedy to be ap- 
plied, and the latter will learn with no less sat- 
isfaction the reasons for the. I«egisiative ac- 

. tion in the premises. If the defects pointed 
oujb are promptly corrected, and the system 
brought into harmonious action with its funda- 
mental principles, a very diflerent and far more 
satisfacfoxy exhibit iriU be made by the Super- 

; Intendept: of Public Instruction to the next 
Lagislatnre than has -eve/ been presented to 

' any of ite predecessors. Kankakbb. 

January 18,. 187S. 
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The Superintendent's Repoii for 1872, wh^ch 
has just been received, on analysis, discloses a 
state of things worse than was predicted. The 
announcement chat the general average 
length of schools for 1872, was one hundred 
and sixteen days, equal to Ave and four-flfths 
school months, was indeed gratifying. Some 
of the results of said analysis are not oX the 
most pleasing character, and certainly are 
sufficiently alarming to awaken the Legislature 
to piompt and efficient action in the premises. 

Tne statistical statement No * 1, ou pages 68-70 
furnishes the matertals for the following 
snramarv : 

Portyakc counties, onefutlf of the entire 
number in the State, are oelow the general 
average of 1870, that being ninety-seven days. 
The average length of ischools in these coun- 
ties, during the last year, was only eighty two 
days, a mere fraction more than four months. 
The jftfty- three counties below the general 
average in 1870, had a higher average length of 
schools' than the forty-six of 1873. Thus 
showing that the poor are growing peorer, un- 1 



der the State policy of not making common 
ptovisioif for all, on a broad and generous ba- 
sis of at least eight months per annum. 

Fnrther analysis of these tables gives the fol- 
lowing facts: Two hunted and thirty (330) 
townships have had, the last year, schools vary- 
ing from three and a half to four months, and 
nothing more. Mnety-Tiine (99) have had, dur- 
ing the same period, schools vsirylng ft-om three 
to three and a half montas, and sixty one (61) 
have had schools Shading off from three months 
to twenty-flve days. i 

There is another class of facts drawn from 
the same tabular exhibit, which are ominous 
for evil, if they are to be used as they have 
been hitherto, to conceal the nakedness of 
the commonwealth as to its real educational 
status. They have a siirnilicance also of an 
encouraging character when viewed from their 
proper standpoint. We will State the results 
of thfs analysis and then briedy consider the 
use and abuse of them. 

There-are f ^rteen corporations, two of them 
are townships, which have so taxed themselves 
the past year that they have secured for their 
youth the blessing of a ten months school. 
There are forty-seven corporations, thirteen of 
them are townships, which have had schools 
from nine to nine and ihree-fourtha months; 
and also forty-seven other corporations, twen- 
ty-flve of them are rural to wl ships, which 
have enjoyed schools varying from eight to 
eight and three-fourths months in length. It 
is this high average, made so by local assess- 
ment, that brings up the general average of 
the State, in spite of the aforesaid three hun- 
dred and ninety rural corporations of sorry 
records. The legitimate use of such facts is to 
convince the Legislators that it is their sworn 
duty to make such a genei^al levy as will give 
the rural portions of the people the beneiits of 
an eight months school, at least. They also 
show what the citizens will do when their con- 
stitutional rights are withheld by legislative 
timidity. Or selfishness. What a sorry con- 
trast our educational legislation, in its 
fiscal provisions, presents to the bread 
and generous features of the Constitution. The 
statute requires the schools, in a given town- 
ship, to be of uniform length, a Just requlsi* 
tion, as equitable and applicable to couoties 
and the entire St^te as to townships, as far as 
the public funds sustain the schools. To make 
local liberality a subterfuge for legislative 11- 
Hberality la an abuse that needs rebuke at the 
balLt-box. 

The Boi^reme Court, hi 1855; evidently intendr 
ed, by ita decision, to ^hnt up the Lesislature 
to the necessity of making adequate and liberal 
provision for the entire State, and leave no 
shelter for shLrkinsr responsibility. It is a 
burning shame and disgrace to Indiana, with 
its magniftcenfc school fund, to furnish any oc- 
casion for such facta to be published to the 
world, as the said analysis of the Superiotend- 
ent's r^ort for 1872 develops. They are 
enough to make every generous, liberal-minded 
dtiaen , heartily ashamed, and beg the 
present Legislature to wipe out jthis 
stigma by such a statute as will 
both honor them and the commonwealth. 
It is a matter of siaeere regret that the statis- 
tial facta embodied in the reports of the Super- 
intendents of Public Instmetion for 1870 and 
1872 h«ve not been used by their authors in 
such a manner as to show the , people and the 
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Legislature the real condition of our common 
achools. Instead of contenting themselTes with 
merely giving the general average length of 
schools^ with no Intimation of the deceptive 
chu-acter of such average exhibit. Had they 
employed the soggestlve facts contained In 
thebe documents, as elements of an argument 
to convince and satisfy the Legislature of the 
Absolute and imperious necessitv of prompt 
tod more liberal prevision for the entire State, 
and demonstrated, by^n analytic expose of the 
real condition of the rural schools, the utter 
insaffldencyof the present State assessment 
to meet the wants of our youth, or. Indeed, to 
satisfy the noble pledge of the constitution, 
the Sony facts and moitUylng results revealed 
theTeln, would not have confronted us, as they 
DOW do, to our shame and dlsg^race. 
Had the labor bestowed on the discussion of 
some other topics, not so vital te the Interest 
of our common school system, been employed 
in ehowlnj^ how many counties were below the 
ceoeral average of the State In 1873, and how 
many townships have not had more than two 
thirds of even that meager period of tuition, 
the following, among other facts, would have 
come to light, for the edification of the Legis 
latnre, and convinced that body that neither 
the State University nor the Agricultural Col- 
lege had claims on Legislative consideration 
snd aid paramount to nor indeed equal to the 
children in more than two-thirds of the town- 
ships in the State, whose tuition period the 
last year has been less than the general aver- 
age. From that analysis the Legislators would 
have learned the fact that, of the ninety-two 
coontleB In the State, seventy were below the 

N. B. It may be a matter of regret that my friend could not Induce the committee of 
which he was a member, to jrive the above suggestions a hearing, or lay them before the leg- 
islature for consideration. Whether they would have been of any service to their co-legisla- 
tors, or even to themselves. In their educational deUbratlons, Is a questtons that the public 
wUl now have the opportunity to detenulne. 

April 85th. 



general average for 1872, and that of these 
forty-five have had an average of 100 days and 
less. Also, that (787) seven hundred and thirty- 
seven townships of the 968 townships In the 
State were below the said general average, and 
of these (658) six hundred and fifty-two have 
had one hundred days and less tuition, and of 
these forlorn corporations (881) two hun- 
dred and eighty-one have had only 
two-thirds and less of the general average, 
shading down from 78 to 85 days and less. 
These and other facts In this document have a 
tongue and emphasis that will be heard and 
appreciated elsewhere, if not In the Legislative 
halls, and wHen fully before the people may, 
perhaps, provoke troublesome inquiries. They 
may awaken a disposition to ask, why was $15,- 
000 for salary purposes, a sum equal at six t>sr 
cent, to the Income of $260,000 endowment 
fund, given to the State University? 
Why did the Perdue University receive 
$00,000 In two annual Installments, an 
institution whose governmental endow- 
ment Is $814,007 58, a sum amply suffi- 
cient for salary purposes for the next twenty 
years, with a real estate of 100 acres of land, 
a local cash donation of $50,000, and an Indi- 
vidual bonus of $160,000, and the children of 
Indiana, thousands of whom, last year, had no 
more than three months tuition and less, re- 
ceived no attention in the line of augmented 
means for school purposes? These and kin- 
dred interrogations may prove unwelcome sal- 
utations. If nothing Is done to forestall them, 
or remove any occasion for such Inquiry. 
March 10, 1878. 
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